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FROM THE MISSIONARY REGISTER. 


Sketch of the Life of the Rev. John Eliot, the “Apostle of the 
North American Indians,” 


(Concluded from p. 258.) 
The last days and death of Eliot. 


Dr. Mather gives the following affecting account of Eliot’s life 
and labours. 

By this time I have doubtless made my readers loth to have me 
tell what now remains of this little history. Death at last snatch- 
ed Eliot from us, and slighted all those lamentations of ours, Mf 
father, my father, the chariots of Israel, and the horsemen thereof! 

When he began to draw near his end, he still grew more heaven- 
ly, more savory, more divine. As the historian observes of Tibe- 
rius, that when his life and strength were going from him; his vice 
yet remained with him; on the contrary the grace of this excellent 
man rather increased than abated, when every thing else was dying 
with him, 

it is too usual with old men, that when they are past work, they 
are least sensible of their inabilities and incapacities, and can scarce 
endure to see another succeeding them in any part of their office: 
but our Eliot was of a temper quite contrary; for, finding, many 
months before his expiration, that he had not strength enough to 
edify his congregation, with publick prayers and sermons, he im- 
portuned his people with some impatience to call another minister; 
professing himself unable to die with comfort until he could see a 
good successor ordained, settled and fixed among them. For this 
cause he cried mightily unto the Lord, that he would give such a 
gift unto Roxbury; and he sometimes called his whole town to- 
gether, to join with him in a fast for such a blessing. 

As the return of their supplications, our Lord quickly bestowed 
upon. them a person young in years, but old in discretion, gravity, 

P P young 15.7 vee hee 
and experience; and one whom the church of Roxbury hopes to 
find a pastor after God’s own heart. It was Mr. Nehemiah Wal- 
ter, who being, by the unanimous vote and choice of the church 
there, become the pastor of Roxbury, immediately found the vener- 
able Eliot embracing and cherishing him with the tender affections of 


aiather. The good old man, like old Aaron, as it were, disrobed him- 


self with'an unspeakable satisfaction, when he beheld his garments 
put upon a son so dear unto him. 
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After this, he, for a year or two before his translation, could scarce 
be persuaded unto any publick service, but humbly pleaded, what 
none but he would ever have said. “It would be wrong to the: souls 
of the people, for him to do any thing among them, when they were 
supplied so much to their advantage.’ If I mistake not, the last 
that ever he preached was on a publick fast; when he fed his peo- 

le with a very distinct and useful position upon the eighty-third 
Psalm: and concluded with an apology, begging his hearers to par- 
don the poorness, and meanness, and brokenness, (as he called 
it) of his meditations; but, added he, “my dear brother here will 
by and by mend all.” 

But, although he thus dismissed himself, as one so near the 
age of ninety might well have done, from his publick labours; yet 
he would not give over his endeavours, in a more private sphere, to 
do good unto all. He had og been an enemy to idleness. Any 
one that should look into the diary that he kept in his almanacks, 
would see that there was with him “no day without a line.”? And, 
now he grew old, he was desirous his work should hold pace with 
his life. ‘The less time he saw left, the less was he willing to lose. 
He imagined that he could now do nothing to any purpose in the 
service of God; and sometimes he would say, with an air pecu- 
liar to himself, “I wonder for what the Lord Jesus Christ lets me 
live; he knows that now I can do nothing for him!’ And yet he 
could not forbear egsaying to do something for his Lord: wherefore, 
thought he, “what shall I do?” And he then conceived, that, though 
the English could not be benefitted by any gifts which he now fan- 
cied himself to have only the ruins of, yet who can tell but the ne- 
groes might! He had long lamented, that the English fised their ne- 
groes but as their horses and oxen, and that so little care was taken 
about their souls. He looked upon it as a prodigy, that any wearing 
the name of Christians, should confine the souls of their miserable 
slaves to a destroying ignorance,merely for the fear of thereby losing 
the benefit of their vassalage. But now he made a motion to the Eng- 
lish, within two or three miles of him, that, at such a time and place, 
they would send their negroes once a week to him: for he would 
then catechise them, and enlighten them to the utmost of his power 
in the things of their everlasting peace. However, he did not live 
to make much progress in this undertaking. 

At length when “ was able to do little without doors, he tried to 
do something within. And one thing was this. A young boy in the 
neighbourhood bad, in his infancy, fallen into the fire, so as to burn 
himself into perfect blindness; but this boy having grown to some 
bigness, the good old man took him home to his house, with some in- 
tentions to make a scholar of him. He first informed him from the 
Scriptures: in which the boy so profited, that in a little time he could 
even repeat many whole chapters verbatim; and if any other in read- 
ing missed a word, he would mind them of it: yea, and an ordinary 
piece of Latin was become easy to the lad. But having his own eyes 


closed by death, he could no longer help the poor child against the 
want of his. 
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Thus the aged Polycarp could say, “These eighty-six years have 
Iserved the Lord Jesus Christ: and he has been such a good master 
to me all this while, that I will not now forsake him”’—such a Po- 
lycarp was our Eliot! He had been so many years engaged in the 
service of his dear Saviour that he would not now give it over. It 
was his ambition and his privilege, to bring forth fruit in old age: 
and what veneration the church of Smyrna paid unto that angel of 
theirs, we were, upon the like accounts, willing to give unto this 
man of God. 

While he was thus making his retreat out of this evil world, his 
discourses, from time to time, ran upon the coming of the Lord Je- 
sus Christ. It was the theme which he had still recourse unto; and 
we were sure to have something of Tus, whatever other object he 
were upon. On ruts he talked; of ru1s he prayed; for Tuts he lon- 
ged: and, especially when any bad news arrived, his usual reflection 
thereupon would be, “Behold some of the clouds, in which we must 
look for the coming of the Son of Man!” 

At last, his Lord, for whom he had been long wishing, “Lord 
come: I have been a great while ready for thy coming!”—at last, 
his Lord came and fetched him away mto bis joy. 

He fell into some languishments, attended with a fever, which in 
afew days brought him into the pangs (may I[ say? or joys) of 
death; and while he lay in these. Mr. Walter coming to him, he said 
unto him, “Bruther, thou art welcome to my very soul. Pray, re- 
tire to my study for me, and give me leave to be gone;” meaning 
that he should not, by petitions to heaven for his life, detain him 
here. It was in these languishments, that, speaking about the work 
of the gospel among the poor Indians, he did after this heavenly 
manner express himself: ‘There is a cloud, a dark cloud, upon the 
work of the gospel upon the poor Indians. ‘The Lord revive and 
prosper that work, and grant that it may live when Iam dead! It 
1s a work which I have been doing much and long about. But what 
was the word I spoke last? I recal that word “my doings!” Alas, 
they have been poor and small and lean doings, and I will be the 
man that will throw the first stone at them all.” 

One of his last words was, “Welcome joy!” and he departed, 
ealling upon the standers-by, “Pray, pray, pray!” 

This was the peace, in the end, of this perfect and upright man. 
What shall we now say? Our Eliot himself used most affectionate- 
ly to bewail the death of all useful men; yet if one brought him the 
notice of such a thing with any despondencies, or said, “0 sir, such 
a one is dead, what shall we do?” he would answer, “Well, but 
God lives! Christ lives! the Saviour of New-England yet lives! 
and he will reign till all his enemies are made his footstool!” This, 
and only this consideration have we to relieve us; and let it be ac- 
companied with our addresses to the God of the spirits of all flesh, 
that there may be Timothies raised up in the room of our departed 
Pauls; and that when our Moseses are gone, the spirit which was 
in those brave men may be put upon the surviving Elders of Israel.” 
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THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


FOREIGN. 
From London papers received at New-York. 


LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
Spa Fields Chapel, May 15, 1817. 


‘he anniversary of this Society opened on Wednesday morning, 
with a very eloquent discourse by the Rev. Dr. Chalmers, of Glas- 
ow, at Surry Chapel; and with another sermon the same evening, 
G the Rev. Mr. Jones, of Syrior, at the Tabernacle, near Finsbur 
square. ‘Two other sermons have been since delivered before this 
Society, by the Rev. Mr. Harris, of Cambridge, at Tottenham-Court 
Chapel, and by the Rev. H. Campbell, M. A. at St. Ann’s Church, 
Blackfriars; it being always the custom of this Society, which is 
composed of different denominations, to employ ministers of differ- 
ent ivasiatens to plead its cause. 

The meeting w are about to describe, however, was held for the 
urpose of delivering its annual report, and transacting its usual 
usiness; W. Alers Hankey, esq. treasurer, in the chair. It was 

opened by a hymn and extempore prayer, by the Rev. Mr. Kent, of 
Gravesend. The Rev. Mr. Platt read the rules, which contained 
the fundamental priuciples of the Society. The Rev. Mr. Burder 
then read the Report, considerably abridged, in which he was as- 
sisted by his son, the Rev. H. F. Burder. From this Report we ex- 
tract the following brief particulars. 

The Report commences with the first station of the Society at 
Otaheite, one of the South Sea Islands. Here its labours commen- 
ced about twenty years ago, and for a long time with little prospect 
of success; and after success appeared no longer doubtful, in July, 
1815, some of the chiefs formed a plot to cut off all the “praying 
people,” as they were called; but this was providentially discover- 
ed, and occasioned their removal to Eimeo, where they found a 
happy and secure asylum with the king Pomare, “whose heart ap- 

rs to be deeply engaged” in the cause of Christianity. By the 
ast letter received from the missionaries, it appears that the num- 
ber of those who have entered their names as professed disciples of 
Christ, amounted to three hundred and sixty-two, and the chefs 


were six or seven hundred,among whom are many persons of con-— 


sequence; many more requested admission, but the teachers were 
waiting for elementary books, which have since been supplied. 
Cuina.—Mr. Morrison has commenced new and large editions 
of the Chinese New ‘Festament, both in octave and duodecimo, the 
latter at the cost of only about 2s. 6d. each. He has translated the 
whole of Genesis and a great part of the Psalms; but we are sorry 
to say, that not a single copy has yet reached us, nor have we had 
the pleasure of receiving auy copies of his Chinese Grammar, though 
long ago finished at Calcutta. ‘The British and Foreign Bible So- 
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ciety has lately given another 1001. to assist him in his translations, 
and 4001. has been subscribed in America. 

At Maracca Mr.Milne continues to prosecute with diligence his 
translation of the Scriptures into the Chinese language, and to pub- 
lish his monthly Chinese Magazine, which seems to promise great 
usefulness to the Chinese dispersed among the numerous and popu- 
lous islands in the eastern sea, and is read with great avidity. 

Java.—Mr. ns poh sphere of usefulness is much enlarged by 
his being appointed minister of the Malay Church; so that he has 
not only an opportunity of preaching to a great number of much 
neglected nominal Christians, Malay and Portuguese, but also of 
the Chinese and Mahometans. The surrender of Malacca and Ba- 
tavia to the Dutch, ee no impedimennt to the progress of the 
missionary work. Mr. Kam, at Amboyna, preaches tu one thou- 
sand persons in the Malay language. 

Czyton.—Mr. Erharet and Mr. Read continue in this island; the 
former preaches alternately in the Dutch and Cingalese languages 
he has also established a school in which children are instructed in 
the English, Dutch and Cingalese tongues, and on the Lord’s-days, 
in the meaning of the chapters which they read. Mr.Read preaches 
twice a week in Dutch, and keeps a day school. The principal pro- 
prietors of slaves in the island have declared free all children who 
shall be born of their slaves subsequent to August 12, 1816. 

Inp1a.—The brethren who sailed in the Moira, about a year ago, 
to strengthen the several stations in India, arrived safely at Ma- 
dras, 26th August, 1816; Mr. Townley and Mr. Keith proceeded 
immediately to Calcutta, where they arrived on the 7th of Septem- 
ber in perfect health, and have been fayoured with a propitious en- 
trance upon their sacred labours. 

Mr. May, at Cuinsuran, informs us, that the number of schools 
under his care amounted to thirty, in which there are more than 
two thousand six hundred children. 

The proceedings of Mr. Lee at Gawsam, have been much inter- 
rupted by the ravages of a fever which prevailed there for a consid- 
erable time; and in the course of a single month about seven hun- 
dred persons fell victims to it. 

Of the safe arrival of Messrs. Knill, Reeve, Mead, and Render, 
at Mapras, we have received the agreeable information. Mr. Love- 
less states, that his free school flourishes. He had then one hundred 
and twenty-eight scholars, with the prospect of further increase. 

Mr. Pitchett continues to labour at Vizigapatam, and has been 
joined by Mr. Dawson, Mr. Gordon being laid by through indispo- 
sition. There are four native schools at Bellary, and the European 
congregation flourishes. ‘The soldiers alone have raised 43/. to- 
wards the missionary cause. At Surat Messrs. Skinner and Fyvie 
are studying the language; in the mean time they instituted two 
schools for boys, and Mrs. F. one for girls. Mr. Le Brun is very 
usefully employed in the Isle of France. 

Sourn-Arrica.—Mr. Thom continues at Cape Town, where 
he preaches statedly, and with no small encouragement. He has, 
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in various instances, rendered important services to the missionaries 
who were sent to reside in the interior of Africas; and to others who 
have touched at the Cape in their way to the East. He has lately 
taken a journey for ten weeks into the interior; in the course of 
which he travelled eleven hundred miles, and preached the word of 
life to thousands of colonists, Hottentots, and slaves. 

Mr. Bakkar labours at Stellenbosch, and Messrs. Seidenfaden 
and Wimmer at Caledon, one hundred and twenty miles east of 
Cape Town, where they have a church of sixty-seven adults, and 
many candidates for baptism. Last year they grew seventy quar- 
ters of wheat. 

At Hien Kraat, about three hundred miles from the Cape, in 
the same direction, Mr. Pacalt gives us a favourable account of the 
state of his missioa. About three hundred persons are attached to 
the settlement, but cannot attend constantly, on account of their 
scattered situation and various employments. About twenty-two 
converted natives, among whom was a man nearly one hundred 
years of age, have been baptized, and others appear to be seriously 
concerned about religion. A school is supported, in which many 
receive daily instruction. The progress of civilization is very en- 
couraging. A large quantity of wheat is sown, considerable gardens 
are cultivated. They have four hundred head of cattle, seventy 
sheep, and fifteen horses, and pay taxes to the amount of four hun- 
dred and twenty-six rix dollars. 

Berne tsporp, about six hundred miles east of Cape Town.— 
From this interesting station we have information that the work of 
conversion among the Hottentots is still going forward. A concern 
about religion has been manifested among the Boors, who unite 
with the Hottentots in acts of devotion. ‘Our school,” says Mr. 
Read, “flourishes. We only want bibles; we could soon dispose of 
two or three hundred.” ‘This want was no sooner made known to 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, than it was amply supplied. 
A journal just received states that one hundred and forty-three 
persons have been baptized, (one aged seventy) and one hundred 
children. 

At Tueorotts, in Albany, the people have greatly improved in 
their habits of eyernn |, and have sown above filty sacks of corn the 
last year. The school goes on pretty well; and about seventy per- 
sons were baptized during the last year. Among the converts is 
Laberlotts, a man who drove Mr. Campbell’s waggon, and who is 
one of the most active christians in their society; hg often speaks of 
Mr. C. and asks whether he will revisit Africa. 
(To be concluded in our next.) 





FROM THE BOSTON RECORDER. 


MISSION AT BERBICE. 
Extracts from a letter written by the Rev. Mr. Wray, Missionary 
of the London Society, to a friend in the vicinity of Boston, dated 
erbice, (South-America,) July 1, 1817. 
I wish I could send you accounts from Berbice of the conversion 
of sinners to Jesus the Redeemer. But this Icannot. I hope how- 
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ever that good is doing, and that a few have been brought. to accept 
of Christ. My congregation consists sometimes of fifty or sixty, 
and sometimes of one hundred and fifty adults, and a great many 
children. ‘They are principally slaves, and free coloured people; 
but on Sunday evening we have from ten to twenty whites. 

We have also established a free school. About fifty children at- 
tend daily, principally negro slaves. Several adult negroes have 
also learned to read, and some who cannot see without spectacles. 
Of children and adults together, about sixty have learned to read 
the Bible, and are put in possession of that best of all books, by the 
benevolence of the British and Foreign Bible Society. I have often 
been astonished at their patience and perseverance, in committing 
to memory catechisms, hymns, and portions of the Scriptures; they 
are slow of understanding, and need line upon line, and precept up- 
on precept, for their intellectual powers have been neglected, and 
allowed to contract a rast that nothing but patient culture, and the 
srace of God, can remove. I have laboured in Demerara and Ber- 
bice, about ten years, and have found encouragement in instructing 
these poor people, from Isa. 35. 8. “The way faring man though a 
fool, shall not err therein.”” God can teach them, and open their 
hearts to receive the truths of his gospel. 

We have also established an Auxiliary Bible Society, of which 
our governor is the patron. We have already sent 50/. sterling to 
the British and Foreign Bible Society. Itmeets with less encour- 
agement than it ought, but promises to do well. 

We have three places of worship in Berbice. The Lutherans, and 
the Dutch church, occupy twoof them. ‘The colony contains about 
twenty thousand slaves, and from five to seven hundred whites and 
free blacks. They live on the sea coast spread over an extent of 
land sixty miles, and up the river, twenty or thirty miles; besides 
several plantations up the Ganje creek. If our three places of wor- 
ship were filled with hearers, they would not contain more than 
eight hundred out of the twenty thousand; and those who live on the 
coast, and up the river, have no opportunity to hear the gospel, be- 
cause all our houses of worship are in the single town of New-Amm- 
sterdam. I write this that you may know the necessities of this 
colony, and pray the great Lord of the harvest, to send forth man 
faithful labourers to Berbice, as well as to other parts of the world. 
Not more than one hundred of the twenty thousand slaves can read! 
O how can any who daily read the Scriptures with delight, refuse to 
aid in giving instruction to these immortals for whom “Jesus tasted 
death.” 

Our present prospects are gloomy. The general peace has r e- 
tored the colony to the Dutch; and what is called the “Berbice As- 
sociation in Holland,” have annihilated the schools that were es- 
tablished on some of the plantations, taken away the New-Testa 
ment from the people, and forbidden them attending publick wor- 
ship in town, or receiving christian instruction at home. In spite 
of all their efforts, however, we know that the gospel will have “free 
course, run and be glorified.” “The ends of the earth shall see the 
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salvation of the Lord,” and woe to the man that dares to lift his 
arm against the Almighty. Pray for us, that we may be delivered 
from unreasonable and wicked men,” and that “the Spirit may be 
poured out upon us from on high.” Yours, &c. 

JOHN WRAY. 


DOMESTICK. : 


Speech of Dr. Griffin before the United Foreign Missionary 
Society. 


(Concluded from p. 267.) 


No objections can be raised against missions which will not lie 
equally against Christ and hisapostles. The first missionary band 
was sent forth by him; and they met the shock of nations, and tri- 
umphed over an embattled world. The attempt is no more pre- 
sumptuous now, the prospect is no more discouraging, the difficul- 
ties are no greater, the power that is engaged to give success is the 
same, the promise is still in force, “Lo, | am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world.” 

For many ages the christian world had been in a profound slum- 
ber in regard to this duty; but for the last twenty-five years they 
have been waking up. He who had promised his Son the heathen 
for his inheritance, has sent his heavenly influence to rouse the 
christian church. He heard the groans of his people as with harps 
on the willows they were weeping by the river of Babylon, and he 
has come to bring them again to Zion with songs and everlasting joys 
upon their heads. Eternal thanks to God for what our eyes have 
seen and our ears have heard for the last five and twenty years.— 
Eterna! thanks to God for the increasing wonders which are rapidly 
opening on the world. And O! can we restrain the bursting emo- 
tion?—forever blessed be his great and glorious name for what we 
have begun tosee in our own land. We owe him the sincerest grat- 
itude for giving us existence in so interesting a day. Many prophets 
and kings desired to see the day which is now dawning, but were 
not permitted. One spirit seems to have seized the christian world 
to send the gospel, with a great company of its pubiishers, to all the 
nations of the earth. Missionary and Bible Societies, those stupen- 
dous monuments of christian charity, have arisen so rapidly, and in 
so great numbers; throughout Europe and America, that in contem- 
plating them we are “like them that dream.”” These societies have 
already accomplished wonders, and are constantly stretching for- 
ward to future atchievemeuts surpassing even the reach of imagina- 
tion. On the burning sands of Africa, where christian feet never 
before trod, there is the pious Read, with his baptized Hottentots, 
singing hymns to the God of the Bible. There is the holy band of 
missionaries struggling amidst dangers and deaths, to lead the sable 
tribes of Ethiopia to stretch forth their hands to God. On the plains 
of Hindostan is the excellent Carey, and his brethren of Sarempore, 
surrounded by learnéd Asiatics, translating the Scriptures into 
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twenty different languages of the East, and giving the word of life 
to a proportion greater than that of all Europe. ere also, on the 
Coromandel coast, are the successors of the apostolick Swartz, la- 
bouring to keep alive the flame of religion in many thousand Hindoo 
christians. In China the persevering Morrison and Milner are strug- 
gling to acquire that difficult language in which they may present 
the oracle of God to one third of the population of the globe. In New 
Holland the discreet Marsden, with his little christian band, is stri- 
ving to give the blessings of religion and civilization to a new conti- 
nent. The islands of the Southern Ocean, after baffling the hopes of 
Christendom for twenty years, are beginning to be vocal with the 
praises of God, and almost present the instance of a nation born in a 
day. In Bombay and Ceylon are the first fruits which the American 
church has given to the heathen world. I cannot enumerate all.— 
The Bible is travelling in all directions. Christ is preached in the 
four quarters of the globe, where his name was never heard before. 
God has signally favoured the exertions of his people, and will con- 
tinue to succeed them, until **the earth shall be full of tne knowl- 
edge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.” Shall not the noble 
example of our brethren inspire us, shall not the smiles of Divine 
Providence encourage us to press forward towards the mark—the 
salvation of a world: 

The object which we have in view is not unattainable. In refer- 
ence to the North American Indians, what equal amount of mission- 
ary labour, since the days of the apostles, ever produced so great a 
result as the preening of the Eliots, the Mayhews, and the Brain- 
ards among this very race of men? If you ask why the effects have 
not been entailed upon successive generations, one generations 
have been burnt up by ardent spirits introduced by the whites; or if 
any remained, they were never brought to the habits of civilized 
life, but left wanderers of the wilderness like their forefathers. But 
lately a new system has been entered upon by a sister institution, 
under the patronage of the general government, which promises com- 
plete success. Besides preaching the Gospel to adults by an inter- 
preter, schools are to be established for the instruction of the chil- 
dren in the language, arts, and religion of the English; thus calling 
them back from the chase to the pursuits of husbandry, and fasten- 
mA an them our religion, by giving them our language, learning, 
and laws. 

In respect to Mexico and South America, the providence of God 
is plainly preparing the way for all the operations which heart could 
wish. ‘The existence of the American Bible Society ought to be 
ranked among these preparations. We may now have stereotype 
editions of the Spanish and Portuguese scriptures, and missionaries 
to carry them forth. These two noble institutions may thus act and 
re-act upon each other with great effect. The new order of things, 
also, which providence is introducing into those countries, cannot 
fail to have the most favourable influence on free inquiry and the 
diffusion of christian knowledge. By the time your missiovaries 
are ready to act, they may find a field, of almost unlimited extent, 
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prepared to receive the seed, and inviting the hand of cultivation, 
Go on brethren, and God will prosper your cause. A great day is 
preparing for the benighted nations of the South. Ere long we shall 
see a heavenly light capping the tops of the Andes, and rivers of 
salvation flowing through the plains of La Plata. Millions who are 
not strangers, but Americans, will be the happier for this day, and 
will eternally bless God for your existence. I move therefore the 
resolution which I hold in my hand—The resolution was then read, 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Letter of Benjamin Bates to a Member of the Legislature of Vir- 
ginia, on the subject of Militia Fines. 
(Concluded from p. 269.) 


But why was it necessary to guard these rights with such anxious 
solicitude? Why enshrine them in the constitution, and protect 
them. with such jealous care from the power of the iegislature? Is 
not the government derived from the people? Is it not administer- 
ed by their agents, and solely for their benefit? And cannot the 
people be trusted with the guardianship of their own privileges?— 
The answer is plain—a government of the people is necessarily a 
eens of the majority, but the majority, if they are not bound 

y constitutional restraints, may, in securing their own rights, over- 
look or violate the rights of others. But would it not be mockery 
to tell the minority, under these circumstances, that they ought not 
to complain—that their country is a free republick, and themselves 
integral parts of the sovereign authority? Would they not be sen- 
sible that their rights and liberties depended on the will, and lay at 
the mercy of individuals; and that, however, many or few those in- 
dividuals might be, and under whatever forms their proceedings 
might be conducted, an arbitrary government is still a despotism, 
ahd the subjects of it are slaves? Hence the necessity of constitu- 
tional restrictions; and when these are properly established—when 
the government simply occupies the ground on which it is placed, 
and exercises only the powers which has been submitted to its dis- 
cretion, the decisions of the majority become the legitimate rules of 
action; and every member of the community (whatever be his opin- 
ion of their wisdom or expedience) is bound to obey them. | This is 
presumed to be the true definition of a free government. But of 
what avail, under any form of government, is the attempt to enslave 
the mind? As soon would the academy devise means to arrest or 
controul the revolution of the solar system, as the legislature of any 
country find laws that would bind the free spirit of man. How 
long has tyranny tortured its invention and varied its apparatus for 
discovering this grand desideratum? Deeds, tests, and anathemas 
have been tried—stripes, fetters and dungeons have done their best 
—racks, flames, and gibbets have exhausted all their powers, and 
all have ended in miserable disappointment—and is it not extreme- 
ly difficult to conceive how the notion ever came to be entertained 
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on this side of the Atlantic, that the thing is still practicable? The 

nius of our country did not borrow ‘even the mildest feature of 
such a system, and it is certainly not congenial with our habits of 
thinking, to suppose that the mind may be fettered by putting a 
chain upon the legs, or that a man’s heart can be divested of its con- 
yictions by a warrant to take his cattle. But, admitting that the 
liberty of conscience is both a natural and constitutional right, and 
that it is physicaily impossible to controul the free agency of the 
mind, still, it is contended, an expedient may be hood which will 
protect those rights from violation, and at the same time satisfy the 
law, which would otherwise infringe them. ‘Thus—if the legisla- 
ture enjoin the performance of certain duties, on which, it is sup- 
posed, the very existeace of the government depends, and those du- 
ties happen to interfere with the constitutional rights of any indi- 
vidual, let that individual pay an equivalent, and beexcused. If it 
be a military service, for instance, and his religious principles for- 
bid him to fight, let him pay a tax for the support of schools, and 
make the tax equal to the military service. The argument, fairly 
stated, stands thus—the legislature shall not restrain the free exer- 
cise of conscience, but they may levy a tax upon the advantages de- 
rived from the exemption. Have I any objection to the support of 
schools? Far from it—I should rejoice to see knowledge and virtue 
diffused among the lower classes of society; I would cheerfully pay 
an equivalent for the purpose, and might even be disposed to en- 
courage it by a voluntary contribution; but when I pay a partial tax 
—a fine, I am neither | nat wr the common duties of a citizen, 
nor doing an act of benevolence. I am paying a debt—and for what 
consideration? Plainly, for being allowed to enjoy the liberty 
of conscience. But I do not derive the libérty of conscience 
from the government; I hold it from a tenure antecedent to the 
institutions of civil society. It was secured to me in the social 
compact, and it was never submitted to the legislature at all.— 
They have, therefore, no such privileges to grant or withhold, at 
their pleasure; and certainly no pretence or authority ¢o sell it for 
a price. It appears then, that this exclusive tax for the support of 
schools, is a groundless and oppressive demand. It is a muster fine 
in disguise,and violates the very principle which it seemed to respect. 

But is it not unreasonable, it is asked, that our fellow-citizens 
who believe war to be allowable, and necessary, should be subjected 
to the hardships and privations incident to the training and service, 
while we, under the protection of our religious privileges, enjoy a 
complete exemption? We answer no. If those citizens do believe 
that war is necessary for their defence; if they conceive it to be 
their duty and their interest to fight; if it accords with their reli- 
gious principles to repel aggressions by the sword; if, in the full ex- 
ercise of their privileges, they give to the government authority to 
command them in these services; this is their own act, and they can- 
not complain of the consequences! But a man is not the judge of his 
neighbour’s conscience, and if the powers they surrender for them- 
selves involve the constitutional privileges of others, they are bind- 
ing only on those who have consented to them. 
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May I inquire what it is that constitutes the obligation to fight 
for one’s country? I mean to app the question to a free people 
for under a despotism the will o the master is the obligation of the 
slave. What is it, then, in a free country that induces a man to go to 
war? Js it for the protection ofhis rights? But what rights has he 
to protect, whose most essential privileges are already wrested from 
him? Or is it the interest which every individual fecls in preserving 
his property, his home, his children and his friends? Have not all 
some interesting attainment—have not all some endearing objects 
that cling about their heart? Is not the aggregate of these their 
country? Every man, therefore, engaged by common consent, ina 
defensive war, considers that he is fighting for himself and his do. 
mestick enjoyments; his home identified with his country—and he 
is: using those means which his own reason and conscience approve 
for its defence? We too have homes, ani a little property, and chil- 
dren and friends, whose welfare is dearer than life. We too con- 
nect them with our country, and for their preservation would make 
any sacrifice which our reason and conscience would approve. But 
these forbid us to fight. The Being from whom we derive life and 
its enjoyments; the God that judgeth the earth, has a right to pres- 
cribe to his creatures the conditions upon which his blessings shall 
be obtained. It is their duty to yield obedience, and in all events, 
to: trust to his divine providence for supports or, would it be better 
(as this might thwart our ambitious views, repress our pride, or in- 
terfere with our own plans of safety or success) to have a systemof 
eur own, adapted to what we conceive to be the true state of the 
world, and its moral government, and take our defence into our 
ewn hands? This appears to have been the prevailing opinion, and 
what is the consequence? ‘The earth is filled with violence. Every 
nation is either preparing for war, or engaged in actual hostilities, 
and every man is required to cherish in himself those dispositions, 
and to acquire those habits of dexterity and skill which shall render 
him an efficient and powerful instrument of death in the hands of 
ethers. ‘The army cannot be deliberate, the soldier cannot reflect 
—he is no longer tu consider himself as a free agent—as an intelli- 
gent and reasonable being, acting under the law of conscience wit: 
an awful responsibility to his God; but on subjects involving life 
and death and a future judgment, he is simply required to. obey his 
erders, and leave the question of right and wrong—the termination 
of existence here, and his hopes of happiness hereafter, to be tested 
by the policy of his government and the opinion of his commanding 
officer. And yet war is neither necessary nor generally successful 
m obtaining justice, or supporting truth. Power and justice are in- 
separable concomitants, only in the deity, and the existence and 
prevalence of war, mark but the depravity of man, and his tremen- 
dots capacity for doing evil. What does it avail the human race 
that the tide of conquest and devastation have rolled from east to 
west, and from west to east, and that thousands and millions of our 
fellow creatures have been cut off in the midst of their days, and 
sent, fresh from this life to death, burning with fury and panting 
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for revenge into the presence of a just God, to receive their eternal 
destination. Why should I recount the horror and the miseries that 
follow in the train of war, and triumph in its ravages? Who has not 
reflected on the subject, and who does not deplore the wretched 
state of human nature, whether in producing or suffering these dis- 
raceful calamities? And is there noredress? Does there exist ne 
power on earth or in heaven to arrest them? ‘There is, my friend, it 
were impious to say there is not. There is in the religion taught 
by Jesus Christ,—which is able to reconcile us to God and to one 
another. It can divest the heart that receives it, of its propensities 
to wrongs and violence for its sake. Thousands of \iving witnesses 
bear testimony to this divine principle. ‘Thousands who would suf- 
fer any privation or punishment rather than impede, by their exam- 
le, its influence and increase. And ought it not te console the 
fiend of his country, and of his species, to see its truth, and to ‘be 
assured, by indubitable evidence, that it is possible to return good 
for evil—to love our very enemies, and fer man, in all situations, te 
be the friend of man? 
Iam, with much respect, thy friend, 
B. BATES. 


—— + a 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS’ MONITOR. 


Extract. VI. 


Having fixed your rules of conduct, secured the affections of the 
children, and ascertained the dispositions and capacities of each, 
the way seems prepared for the successful application of the second 
class of means. 

2. Those which are immediate—which bear directly on your sub- 
ject. And these are insTRUCTION, EXAMPLE, and PRAYER. 


INSTRUCTION. 


Teach them to read the Bible. The Bible is the hallowed source 
of all religious knowledge. All other compositions are but streams, 
and must necessarily partake of the imperfection and pollution of 
the channels through which they flow. Like Moses, take your chil- 
dren to the rock at once, Jet them drink at the fountain head, and 
imbibe truth, pure from the living spring. Every object at which 
you aim for the children committed to your care, both for the life 
that now is, and that which is to come, is secured in the Scriptures; 
and a character formed upon their model, and regulated by their 
principles, cannot fail to adorn society on earth, and shine with res- 
present lustre amongst the saints in heaven. One grand excel- 
ence of the Bible is in its universal adaptatian. It is fit alike fer 
the peasant and the prince. Itis not framed merely for the learned 
and the polite, though there are in it mysteries which may employ 
the erudition of the one, and beauties of imagery and of style, which 
my: captivate the taste and imagination of the other. But the Bible 
is the poor man’s book. Its genius, when understood, must espe 
cially endear it to the poor. ‘To them it presents support in op- 
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pression, ease in pain, wealth in poverty, honour in obscurity 
freedom in servitude, and life in death. he poor have the gospel 
preached to them; and rising from their scanty meal, and emergin 
from their miserable cellars on the Sabbath-day, they and their chil. 
dren may hear of bread that cometh down from heaven, and eat and 
live forever. Nor is there any point of moral, social, or sacred dy. 
ty, for which the Bible does not provide a principle, a precept, and 
a pattern. There is no relation of life which has not its due instruc. 
tion and its striking example in the Bible. Here the father learns 
affection, the mother tenderness, the child obedience, the friend 
sincerity, the master kindness, the servant fidelity. Its principles 
too are powerful, as its precepts are pure, and its examples bright; 
principles to the apprehension and  sohe te of which, the minds of 
children early and rapidly unfold; principles derived from the na- 
ture, the claims, the perfections of God; from the life, the obedience, 
the sufferings of Christ; from the bliss of the redeemed, and the tor- 
ments of the damned. ‘These are scattered up and down through 
the firmament of revelation with an unsparing hand; and, thick as 
the stars that cluster in the milky way, afford light and animation to 
the traveller in his path to heaven. 

Nor is it enough that you teach them to read the Scriptures, you 
must explain them in a simple and familiar style, suited to their ca- 
pacity. Whilst reading, if any passage occurs which you have rea- 
son to suspect the meaning is not known, you must pause, and ad- 
dress them as Philip did the Eunuch, Understandest thou what thou 
readest? Thus you will convey sentiments, and communicate ideas, 
which is your object, but which the mere art of reading will not do. 
And to accomplish this, it is necessary that you should, yourself, 
study the sacred page, and make yourself familiar with its meaning, 
else the questions of a child will frequently confound you, and you 
will be compelled to confess your ignorance where you ought to dis- 
play your knowledge. If ministers must study for their instruc- 
tions, a Sunday School Teacher must for his. His subject is the 
same; and the consequences of ignorance or errour, in either case, 
are equally serious and awful. A Sunday School Teacher, who en- 
ters into the spirit of his work, will carry the impression of it into 
all his researches after knowledge; he will study that he may be en- 
abled to communicate; he will collect that he may have whereof to 
distyibute; and, unlike the student who is impelled in the accumu- 
lation of knowledge by the solitary and selfish principle of personal 
gratification alone, he will be delightfully animated in his researches 
after information, and taste most exquisite luxury in the pleasure it 
imparts, from the hope, that, in the communication of it to others, he 
shall make multitudes as wise and happy as himself. 

For the furtherance of this important object, use the various helps 
which are afforded you in the many excellent catechisms, hymns for 
children, and other publications, which contain a brief analysis or 
simple exposition of the Gospel. I scarcely need address to you a 
caution as to what sort of catechisms you employ; and exhort you 
to beware, lest under the specious pretence of keeping all contro- 
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verted points in divinity from the children’s view, you may teach 
them a system of mere formality. from which all the grand and es 
sential doctrines of the gospel are excluded. Nor let the mere com- 
mitting of these catechisms, &c. to memory, be the point at which 
you stop; but rather use them as your text-book in the communica- 
tion of knowledge. Upon every printed question you may ask @ 
dozen, to ascertain the actual information of the child, and to direct 
your endeavours in adding to the little store. Nor let the scoffs 
and jeers of rational religionists, and philosophical christians, ever 
deter you from insisting, in your free and affectionate conversations 
with the children, chiefly on those all-important truths, those radical 
and essential doctrines of the gospel, which lie at the foundation of 
real and vital godliness; and stript of which, the Bible.is little better 
than the ethicks of Aristotle, or the morals of Seneca. Oh! teach 
them early their depraved and sinful state; teach them the purity 
of God, and the perfection of his law; teach them his claims on 
their obedience, and the consequences of their rebellion; teach them 
the necessity of a new heart, and an interest in the Saviour’s blood. 
Lead them early to the cross of Calvary for shelter from the curses 
that roll from Sinai, and say perpetually, as you point to Jesus, Be- 
hold the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world. Be- 
gin, continue, and end with this. Let every thing else be subser- 
vient to it, connected with it, and dependent upon it. Deem nothing 
accomplished till you see their minds savingly impressed with these 
momentous truths; for what would it profit a man if he should gain 
ihe whole world, and lose his own soul. When you have resigned 
them to the world, let them not have to learn their malady, or seek 
the physician from another, Jest no friendly voice should ever warn 
them of their danger, but they, discovering it too late at death, should 
sink to hell with execrations on your name. 


—— + eo 
METHODIST MISSIONARIES, 

It appears by a statement attached to the Report of the Executive 
Committee for the management of the missions, now carried on un- 
der the direction of the Methodist Conference, that the number of 
stations and missionaries under their care in different quarters of 
the world, was, in 1816, as follows:—In Evropr, 4 stations, 2 
missionaries. In Asta, 8 stations, 18 missionaries; five of these 
stations are in the Island of Ceylon, where eleven of the missiona- 
ries are employed, two of whom are natives. In Araica, 2 sta- 
tions, 3 missionaries. In America, 48 stations, and 76 mis- 
sionaries; twenty-two of these stations are in the West-Indies, at 
which 41 missionaries are employed; nineteen are in Nova Scotia, 
New Brunswick and Canada, at which there are 25 missionaries. — 
The remaining seven stations are in Newfoundland, where ten mis- 
sionaries are employed—Total number of stations, 57; missiona- 
nes, 71. —=— 

NOBLE BENEFICENCE. 

The Paris paper of Monday record a noble act of the emperor of 
Russia: A German clergyman at St. Petersburgh had procured a 
subscription of $000 rubles for the distressed inhabitants of the Swise 
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Canton of Glaris, whose wretchedness is extreme. The list.of sub. 
scribers being shown to the emperor,he enrolled himself among them 
for the sum of 100,000 roubles; inscribing his name with his own 
hand, as if to show the cordiality of the deed, and ordering that the 
money should be paid immediately. This contribution is from his 
own purse; there is no fund in Russia, out of which it can be paid, 
without affecting him. The amount is about 22,500l.—London pap, 


The following Hymn was composed by a gentleman, formerly a 
resident of this city, distinguished for his eminent talents and exem.- 
plary piety. 

Lord, with glowing heart I’d praise thee, 
For the bliss thy love bestows— 

For the pard’ning grace that saves me, 
And the peace that from it flows! 


Help, O God, my weak endeavour! 

This dull soul to rapture raise! 
: Thou must light the flame, or never 
Can my love be warm’d to praise. 


Praise, my soul, the God that sought thee, 
Wretched wand’rer, far astray! 

Found thee lost, and kindly brought thee 
From the paths of death away! 


Praise with love’s devoutest feeling 
Him who saw thy guilt-born fear, 
And the light of lile revealing, 
Bade the blood-stain’d cross appear! 


Praise thy Saviour Lord, that drew thee 
To that cross, new life to give— 

Call’d a guilt-stain’d sinner to thee! 
Bade thee look to him and live! 


Praise the grace whose threats alarm’d thee! - 
Rous’d thee from thy fatal ease! 

Praise the grace whose pardon sav’d thee! 
Praise the grace that whisper’d peace! 


Lord, this bosom’s ardent feeling, 
Vainly would my tongue express! 

Low before thy foot-stool kneeling, 
Deign thy suppliant’s prayer to bless! 


Let thy love, my heart’s best treasure, 
Ever bind me to thy ways! 

Let me ever seek thy pleasure! 
Let me ever lisp thy praise! 


—— 
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